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and said, "Mom, it would be great if 
you could come." She said, "I don't 
think I will be able to make it," but 
assured me that she knew I would 
do a good job. My mother passed 
away on Christmas Eve. Today I feel 
as if she did make it here with me.   
At the young age of 16, I found 
myself searching for what I should 
do with my life and asking the Lord 
if what I had been taught was true.
__I remember one day finding 
myself along the Snake River in 
Idaho Falls, sitting on a rock, asking 
my Father in Heaven if the Church 
was true. I did not get an answer 
then, but it has come over the years 
as I have documented the things I 
have experienced and felt in my life, 
things that have helped me build my 
testimony.   
__I was grateful that my seminary 
teacher during that time was a dear 
friend to me. He was even my home 
teaching companion during my 
high-school years. He would take 
me to play racquetball and share his 
testimony with me, which helped 
influence my life and helped me 
find the direction I wanted to go.
__In 1999 I was looking to change
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In November, just a few days 
before Thanksgiving, I sat with 
my ailing mother. I shared with 
her that I had been asked to 
speak at a BYU-Idaho Devotional 

my career. I was working for a 
company and was in a 
management position. I managed 
several groups under a working 
contract that required negotiations 
of their work environment. 
Sometimes the process of 
negotiating was very 
uncomfortable for me. The tension 
was very high between the groups, 
and I felt as if we were at war, with 
a battle line drawn. With threats 
sometimes being made, it made for 
some very challenging times in my 
job.   
__One day, after one of those 
intense meetings, I was traveling 
home from work to have lunch with 
my wife. All of a sudden, my car 
window got shot out. Not knowing 
where it had come from, or from 
whom, I was pretty rattled. I 
decided right then I was going to 
make a change in my life with 
regards to my employment and 
career. I began to search for other 
opportunities and thought, "You 
know, Ricks College would be a 
great environment and a great 
place to work."
__On March 1, I completed 18 years 
of working on this campus. When I 
started working at Ricks College, 
my oldest daughter had just 
completed her degree. I have been 
blessed to have all five of my

children here on this campus. They 
have all graduated from Ricks 
College or BYU-Idaho and are here 
with me today. 
__What a great place to be!   
__In these last 18 years, I have 
witnessed many miracles take place 
in the development of these 
beautiful facilities here on this 
campus. It is a blessing to me to 
have been asked to speak with you 
today, here in this wonderful 
BYU-Idaho Center, where I...  
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